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Sat 15th July 12 noon

Announcements by the Town Crier. Official 
opening by the Mayor of Droitwich Spa 
and Nigel Huddleston MP.  

Spa Man put in an appearance and the crowds 
turned out to watch.



Music in St Andrews Square

Entertainment provided by Voices Unlimited, 
Swing 42 (UK), Sing and Tonic.



Sat 15th July 3pm Music in 

St Andrew’s Church

Mr N Wardle, Head of Creative Arts at 
Droitwich Spa High School, presented the 
High School Musical Showcase.



Sun 16th July 6.30pm Sinatra 

Celebration at St Andrews Hotel 

Keith Slater used computer graphics, state of 
the art sound, lighting and projection to bring 
to life the story of this unique artist and icon 
of the 20th century. Every seat was taken.



Mon 17th July 7.45pm Handel’s

At 8 pm on 17 July 1717, King George I 
boarded a royal barge for an excursion up

the Thames. Another barge 
contained about 50 
musicians, played Handel’s 
Water Music. 



Water Music in Vines Park

At 8 pm 17th July 2017, the Canal and River 
Trust Work boat (the Wanderer) travelled the 
canal in Vines Park with Blackwell Concert 
Band playing Handel’s Water Music. 

Droitwich Arts 
Network, The Canal 
and River Trust, The 
Droitwich Waterways 
Trust, The Pamela 
May Trust, Droitwich 
Norbury Theatre, 
Wychavon District 
Council, Blackwell 
Community Band, 
and Worcestershire 
County Council all 
contributed to the 
event, which raised 
£365 for St Richard’s 
Hospice.



Thurs 20th July 7pm “As You Like 

It” in St Andrew’s Church 

Following the success of Much Ado About 
Nothing and Midsummer Night's Dream, 
MadCap Theatre Productions returned to St 
Andrew's Church with As You Like It!
Dressed as a man, the exiled Rosalind is ready 
to begin a new life after escaping her foes in 
the dead of night. But, when she runs into the 
love-sick Orlando and joins forces with the 
colourful inhabitants of the Forest of Arden, 
who knows? Rosalind’s plans may lead to 
more than just her own happy ending.

The production was a complete sell-out.



Thurs 20th July and Thurs 3rd 

August 8pm, Droitwich Folk Club 

at The Talbot Inn 

Droitwich Folk Club attracted visitors to their 
friendly evenings at the Talbot Inn. The music 
started at 8 pm and finished about 10.30 pm.



Fri 21st July 7.30pm “Alan, Alec, 

and Bert” at St Andrew’s Church 

When his Dad died in early 2016, David Izod
went on a journey into the past that saw him 
learn more not only about his father, Alan, 
but also about his Grandfather, Bert and his 
Grandfather’s best friend, Alec, whose lives, it 
turned out, were intertwined with David’s on 
a much closer level than ever he knew. 
Moving from the Edwardian slums of North 
London to the fields of Flanders and rainy 
Thursday nights in modern day Cheltenham, 
David’s monologue was both hilariously funny 
and desperately sad.



Sat 22nd July from 11am Poetry 

and Prose in St Andrews Square
On a wet and windy Saturday, a group of 
poets led by Nina Lewis (Worcestershire Poet 
Laureate), and a group of authors led by Carla 
Kovac read to small appreciative groups. 



Sat 22nd July 7pm Poetry 

Extravaganza in Park’s Café

The poetry theme 
continued into the 
evening. Led by 
Worcestershire Poet 
Laureate Nina Lewis, 
a lively group of 
poets were kept 
under control by MC 
Fergus McGonigal.
Park’s Café was full 
for the whole event.



Tues 25th July 7.30pm Graham 

Short Micro Artist in Old Library

Known as 'The Hands of Genius' for his micro-
art, Graham Short explained how he goes to 
both physical and mental extremes to 
produce the highest-quality engravings in the 
world. Graham's desire to produce an 
engraving so small as to be illegible to the 
naked eye led him to producing The Lord's 
Prayer, engraved on the head of a gold pin. 



Sat 29th July 10am and 2pm 

Sketching Walks

Free sketching materials were provided, and 
guidance given by experienced artists from 
Droitwich Arts Network (DAN).



Sat 29th July 10.30am and 2.30pm 

Photo Walks

Members of Droitwich Camera Club organised 
two Photo Walks during the day, giving 
guidance as required. A prize was awarded to 
the best photo taken on the day.

Sat 29th July Face Painting
Joanna from Open Studio Face Painting, 
Kidderminster, offered to paint faces.



Sun 30th July 7pm Malcolm Stent 

at St Andrews Hotel

Born and bred in 
Birmingham, 
comedian and 
entertainer Malcolm 
Stent is very proud 
of his native city and 
in “Hilarious Tales

of Old Brum” he told jokes, played his guitar, 
sang some great songs and shared stories 
about his family and the community he lived 
in when he grew up in the back streets of 
Birmingham in the 50’s and 60’s.
All tickets were sold.

Alongside his professional work as a 
comedian, Malcolm has worked tirelessly over 
the decades for small and large charities and 
was recently awarded the BEM in Her Majesty 
The Queen’s New Year Honours List.



Mon 31st July 7pm Guided tour of 

mosaics in Sacred Heart Church

David Holden took about 60 people on a 
guided tour of the mosaics which are 
considered to be among the finest in England. 



Sat 5th August 10am Acoustic 

Guitar Workshop at The Meetbox

This workshop aimed at “Improvers” and 
organised by tutor Mike Johns, was well 
attended.



Sat 5th August 10.30am Arts in 

View in Victoria Square

Thunder, heavy rain, and strong winds forced 
the artists to move from their stalls and 
gazebos in Victoria Square into the warmth of 
the Gallery Room in the Library.



Sat 5th August from 2pm Music

Members of Droitwich Ukulele Club gathered 
a good audience in St Andrews Square.

Mandy Harding was caught in a rain shower 
but continued to play her saxophone.



in St Andrews Square

Droitwich Community Choir 
sang a variety of songs to 
entertain the shoppers.

Kate Webber was the final act of the day and 
gathered a good audience despite heavy rain.



Fri 28th July to Sat 5th August 

Artists in Residence. Droitwich 

Library

The public had the opportunity to meet 
Artists in Residence during two weeks.



Tue 1st Aug to Fri 1st September 

Art Exhibition in Droitwich Library
A display of art by members of Droitwich Arts 
Network, and International Mail Art.



Themes
Droitwich ArtsFest 2017 had four themes:

- Music
- Spoken Word
- Droitwich in Pictures
- Arts in View

We delivered more than 30 events over three 
weeks and four weekends.

Objectives
The Objectives of ArtsFest were:

To provide opportunities for all members of 
Droitwich Arts Network (DAN) to showcase 
their skills and work.

To enable members of the public to learn and 
experience a wide range of art forms.

To encourage all sections of the community to 
attend public events.

To generate a sense of social well-being, and 
pride in Droitwich and its rich heritage.

To break even financially.



Droitwich Arts Network

Droitwich Spa ArtsFest was organised by 
Droitwich Arts Network (DAN). 

You can find more information about us 
at www.droitwichartsnetwork.org

Droitwich Arts Network, started in 2010 to 
advocate and champion, all forms of art in 
Droitwich. This includes visual arts, 
performing arts, photography, media, written, 
music and crafts. The network provides 
opportunities for artists to display or perform 
their work, and for the public to participate in 
various projects.

Please contact us if you would like to 
participate in future activities, or if you are 
thinking of joining.

http://www.droitwichartsnetwork.org/


Grants and Sponsorship

Droitwich Arts Network wishes to thank:
• Worcestershire County Council for 

contributing to various costs, particularly 
the Handel Water Music event.

• Nicol & Co, Estate Agents for support 
related to printing banners, leaflets, and 
promotional material.

• Droitwich Spa Town Council for 
contributing to the cost of performers.

• Fresh Nous for support related to festival 
promotion.

• RCA Regeneration Ltd for contributing to 
art materials.

• Lucky 7S Tattoo for contributing to the 
cost of posters.

• Gardeners Arms for meeting the cost of 
hiring the Gallery in Droitwich Library.

• Grapevine Travel for contributing to the 
cost of performers.

• Photo Maestro for creating and hosting 
our website, and leading on social media.

• Rosie Philpott, freelance artist and 
illustrator, for designing and creating the 
ArtsFest logo.

• And other donors who wish to remain 
anonymous.



Droitwich Spa ArtsFest 2018

If you would like to be part of Droitwich 
ArtsFest 2018 please send an email to 
artsfest@droitwichartsnetwork.org

You can help in any of the following ways:
- As an artist or performer
- As a sponsor
- As grant provider or advisor
- As an event organiser
- By assisting at events
- By providing or suggesting a venue
- By helping with promotion
- By suggesting new events
- By offering good ideas.

Thank you!
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